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Press Release 

The snowball of antisemitism has not stopped rolling… 

MONITORING REPORT 

2025–2026 

The “Elie Wiesel” National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust in Romania is releasing its 

annual report monitoring antisemitism and manifestations of Holocaust denial or 

relativization, as well as the glorification of war criminals. 

The report aligns with the objectives of the National Strategy for Preventing and Combating 

Antisemitism, Xenophobia, Radicalization, and Hate Speech 2024–2027. 

 

From May 2025 to April 2026, there was a 

noticeable increase in the public sphere of 

messages and attitudes that were anti-

Semitic, Holocaust-denying, or that 

promoted the cult of individuals convicted of 

war crimes or of prominent leaders of the 

Legionary Movement. Particularly online, on 

social media and video platforms, classic 

antisemitic narratives and conspiracy theories 

adapted to various local or global contexts 

circulated, amplified by accounts with tens or 

hundreds of thousands of followers.  

 

At the same time, the response from public authorities has become more visible, both in terms 

of interventions regarding online content and in terms of investigations and the conclusion of 

judicial inquiries, although it is difficult to assess the actual impact in terms of combating these 

phenomena. 

 

It seems reasonable to assume that the unchecked spread of such messages in cyberspace 

contributes to the public’s negative perception of the recent history of Jews in Romania, as well as 

to the dynamics of relations between the ethnic majority and Jews today. 

http://www.inshr-ew.ro/
mailto:office@inshr-ew.ro#_blank
https://drepturisistrambe.substack.com/p/botii-pro-rusi-ajuta-neofascisti
https://www.veridica.ro/fake-news-dezinformare-propaganda/fake-news-elie-wiesel-nu-a-fost-prizonier-al-lagarelor-naziste
https://tvrinfo.ro/avalansa-de-fake-news-dupa-tragedia-din-rahova-ce-teorii-ale-conspiratiei-sunt-vehiculate-in-mediul-online/
https://tvrinfo.ro/avalansa-de-fake-news-dupa-tragedia-din-rahova-ce-teorii-ale-conspiratiei-sunt-vehiculate-in-mediul-online/
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An opinion poll conducted by Social Monitor for the “Elie Wiesel” National Institute for 

the Study of the Holocaust in Romania, between November 1 and 15, 2025, based on a sample of 

1,004 people, revealed several concerning trends regarding perceptions of the relationship between 

the majority and ethnic minorities, the image of Ion Antonescu, knowledge of the history of the 

Holocaust, and other issues. 

 

By the end of 2025, 40% of Romanians—18% more than four years earlier—had 

come to believe that Jews “are working to destabilize the society in which they live.” The 

number of those who believe that “their access to certain professions or occupations should be 

limited” (35%) is also on the rise, as is the number of those who blame Jews for  ”the 

establishment of communism in Romania” (29%). Today, 11% of Romanians consider the 

Jewish minority to be “a problem” or “a threat,” double the percentage recorded in 2021. 

 
 

Over 40% of Romanians subscribe to anti-Semitic conspiracy theories—some 

centuries-old and others more recent, such as the claim that millions of apartments have been 

prepared for Jews who are supposedly coming to Romania. Efforts to debunk this misinformation 

through occasional reports in the press or statements from certain public authorities do not seem 

to be keeping pace with the rate at which it is spread, and the European Digital Services Act (DSA) 

is proving, in practice, ineffective in combating the wave of online hate. 

 

The memory of the Holocaust victims is also significantly affected by the rise in anti-

Semitism, with the percentage of those who believe it should be preserved down by 8% compared 

to 2021. At the same time, more Romanians than in previous years believe that “Jews are using 

the Holocaust to blackmail Romania” (30% of respondents, compared to 24% in 2021), and 39% 

of them believe they are doing so “for their own interests.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.inshr-ew.ro/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Sondaj-INSHR-rezultate-2025-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.veridica.ro/fake-news-dezinformare-propaganda/dezinformare-romania-s-a-angajat-sa-primeasca-3-milioane-de-refugiati-din-israel
https://www.mai.gov.ro/precizare-47/
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The topics that dominated public discourse during this period 

were the amendment to the Government Emergency 

Ordinance No. 31/2002, introduced by Representative Silviu 

Vexler, the memory of the Legionnaires or war criminals, and the 

commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the death of the 

Legionnaire poet Radu Gyr. Also noteworthy during this period 

was an unprecedented symbolic aggression directed against the 

“Elie Wiesel” Institute. 

 

 

Online discourse has become more aggressive, with an increase in death threats and other 

violent messages with anti-Semitic undertones. The most common targets of these threats were the 

member of parliament and president of the FCER, Silviu Vexler, as well as journalists and public 

figures who have publicly condemned antisemitism, the cult of the Legionnaires, or individuals 

convicted of war crimes. 

 

A considerable wave of hatred was set in motion through various organizations, groups, 

politicians, political parties, journalists, and public figures, in the context of the debates and 

adoption of Law No. 241/2025 amending and supplementing Government Emergency Ordinance 

No. 31/2002 and Law No. 157/2018 on certain measures to prevent and combat antisemitism, 

initiated by Silviu Vexler. Instead of a legislative debate, many of these public reactions 

personalized the legislative initiative, turning into attacks with anti-Semitic undertones, 

incitement to hatred, discrimination, and violence, or death threats. Such personalized 

incitement continued even after the law was adopted, including as part of political campaigns such 

as the “Stop Vexler” campaign initiated by Claudiu Târziu and his party, ACT. We emphasize that 

the law was passed by an overwhelming majority of parliamentarians; it is an expression of the 

democratic will. 

 

In the context of the debates during the legislative proceedings, numerous positions 

emerged from the far right aimed at downplaying or rehabilitating certain historical figures with a 

fascist past or who had been convicted of war crimes, such as Radu Gyr, Mircea Vulcănescu, 

Corneliu Zelea Codreanu, and Octavian Goga. These efforts at rehabilitation—which often 

deliberately contrast with the spirit and letter of the law—have been supported by both politicians 

in the Romanian Parliament and certain intellectuals in the public eye, who have disseminated 

incomplete historical information while promoting misinformation frequently circulated in far-

right circles. 

https://romania.europalibera.org/a/miza-scandalului-adoptarii-legii-vexler-pentru-combaterea-extremismului/33626603.html
https://www.memri.org/reports/romanian-neo-nazis-antisemites-ultranationalists-mock-defame-incite-violence-against-elie
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/ultimul-mare-profet-interzis-3-ani-pe-retele-sociale-dragos-gorgan-condamnat-pentru-negarea-holocaustului-si-utilizarea-de-simboluri-fasciste-si-legionare-5663716
https://ziare.com/amenintari/moartea-initiator-lege-introduce-pedepse-inchisoare-distribuire-materiale-rasiste-antisemite-1948402
https://www.antena3.ro/actualitate/valul-de-ura-declansat-de-o-lege-necesara-amenintari-cu-moartea-si-propaganda-legionara-esti-un-om-mort-749798.html
https://www.g4media.ro/campania-stop-vexler-atinge-apogeul-fake-urilor-care-dureaza-de-un-an-inculpati-pentru-promovarea-miscarii-criminale-legionare-sau-a-nazismului-sunt-prezentati-ca-victime-pentru-ca.html
https://www.bzi.ro/dumitru-manea-senator-s-o-s-romania-critica-adoptarea-legii-privind-combaterea-antisemitismului-si-xenofobiei-e-o-grosoloana-falsificare-a-sensului-5270713
https://jurnalul.ro/special-jurnalul/interviuri/ioan-aurel-pop-reactie-condamnare-octavia-goga-lege-vexler-1031081.html
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Regarding the portrayal in the public memory of figures associated with Romania’s fascist 

past or the Holocaust, the most polarizing topics online were related to the removal of paintings 

depicting Radu Gyr, Valeriu Gafencu, and Mircea Vulcănescu from a church in Bucharest, the 

controversies surrounding the song erroneously attributed to Radu Gyr that was performed at the 

National Cathedral, and the decision by the Banat Philharmonic to remove Radu Gyr’s carols from 

its Christmas concert repertoire. 

 

Some public institutions, such as the Cluj-Napoca City Hall, the Timișoara City Hall, and 

the Bucharest City Hall, have for years refused to rename the streets named after Radu Gyr and 

Mircea Vulcănescu, as well as other streets named after figures from the fascist past. In response 

to a letter sent by INSHR-EW to the Turcinești City Hall in Gorj County regarding the existence 

of a street named after Ion Sichitiu—a person convicted of war crimes— the local authorities 

responded more than a year later, claiming that the street’s name is Ioan Sichitiu and not Ion 

Sichitiu—as it appears in the conviction. The Botoșani Court of Appeals upheld the decision of 

the Havârna Commune Local Council to name the Cultural Center after Gică Manole—an 

individual who has systematically expressed anti-Semitic and Holocaust-denying views in public. 

We also note that, among several major public institutions, there persists a lack of knowledge 

regarding the history of the Holocaust and a fundamental misunderstanding of the incompatibility 

between memorial policies—protected by current legislation—and the heroic portrayal of 

individuals responsible for fostering the hatred that led to genocide. 

 

In 2026, there was also a request for the rehabilitation of Marshal Ion Antonescu was 

filed, which was rejected by the Bucharest Court of Appeals on the grounds that the petitioner did 

not meet the conditions set forth by law for rehabilitation requests. We are therefore witnessing 

active attempts to erase and rewrite the memory of and accountability for the Holocaust in 

Romania. All these manifestations of a resurgence in radical right-wing rhetoric and attitudes are 

fueled by the rise of extremist parties in parliament and the lackluster responses of the justice 

system. 

 

 

 

In public spaces, there has been a continued 

display or dissemination, in various forms, of 

anti-Semitic or pro-Legionary messages, whether 

during protests by radical right-wing parties, at 

certain anti-communist commemorations, through 

artistic or cultural events or works, through the 

distribution of stickers or the creation of graffiti, or 

through the sale of Legionary symbols in 

bookstores, online stores, or record labels. 

https://www.g4media.ro/exclusiv-figurile-unor-legionari-precum-radu-gyr-si-mircea-vulcanescu-au-fost-sterse-de-pe-capela-unei-biserici-ortodoxe-din-bucuresti-la-doar-doua-zile-dupa-o-investigatie-g4media-biserica-i-a.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/fenomenul-radu-gyr-trebuie-sau-nu-separat-poetul-de-legionarul-colaborator-cu-securitatea-o-discutie-necesara/33620532.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/fenomenul-radu-gyr-trebuie-sau-nu-separat-poetul-de-legionarul-colaborator-cu-securitatea-o-discutie-necesara/33620532.html
https://www.g4media.ro/filarmonica-banatul-dupa-ce-a-exclus-din-program-melodii-pe-versuri-de-radu-gyr-a-fost-condamnat-pentru-crime-de-razboi-in-anul-1945-hotararea-fiind-si-astazi-in-vigoare-reacti.html
https://www.scena9.ro/article/strazi-timisoara-extremism-legionari-petitie-primarie-memorie-goga-gyr
https://mnlr.ro/vintila-horia-110-ani-de-la-nastere-65-de-ani-de-la-atribuirea-premiului-goncourt/
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/reabilitare-maresal-ion-antonescu-inalta-curte-2026-cerere-exonerare-crime-razboi-depusa-ong-5663291
https://www.g4media.ro/tanar-sub-control-judiciar-dupa-ce-a-afisat-insemne-fasciste-de-1-decembrie.html
https://www.g4media.ro/steag-cu-portretul-criminalului-legionar-corneliu-zelea-codreanu-la-alba-iulia-unde-are-loc-mitingul-aur.html
https://www.facebook.com/ciprian.necula.12/posts/pfbid0wMcPeve6wybMEVBMbQzcqLLmTC2PvRF2QrtN1TrEUw9YYHDwhY7htAHQZtwpQ2bRl
https://www.libertatea.ro/stiri/comertul-cu-carti-legionare-la-liber-pe-internet-v-o-fac-cadou-daca-cumparati-de-peste-100-de-lei-5430718
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The recent trend of an increasing number of artists adopting a musical genre associated 

with neo-Nazi ideology—as well as the plan to organize such an international festival in 

Romania—is a cause for concern. Although there are clear legal provisions prohibiting Nazi 

propaganda, we note that music and clothing associated with neo-Nazi black metal are being sold 

online. 

 

As for public events in the sports arena, we have 

observed a substantial increase in anti-Semitic, 

racist, xenophobic, and pro-Legionary 

messages, whether in stadiums, online, or in 

actions carried out by far-right ultras. 

Furthermore, there is a growing number of youth 

groups that practice contact sports such as MMA 

or engage in physical training while 

simultaneously promoting anti-Semitic, neo-

fascist, and white supremacist messages. This 

trend is not unique to Romania; it is gaining popularity in many Western societies, a situation that 

makes the phenomenon even more concerning. 

 

Another worrying trend is the increase in the number and frequency of anti-Semitic 

and Holocaust-denying messages in the media, in local newspapers, tabloids, or pro-Legionary 

newspapers and their online platforms, as well as on some television stations. These news sources, 

which, by virtue of their journalistic mission, enjoy heightened credibility, risk extending that 

credibility—in the eyes of their audience—to the anti-Semitic messages they disseminate, which 

is, of course, contrary to journalistic ethics and the public interest. 

 

We do not see any improvements in the online environment either, despite the European 

regulations and national provisions currently in force. On the contrary, some online platforms are 

showing increasing signs of disinterest in combating hate speech in the virtual space, even though 

this is their responsibility. Despite the increased mobilization of some of the authorities responsible 

for enforcing legal provisions, we observe that this fails to deter such anti-democratic 

manifestations, while they are fueled and legitimized by a significant number of political, media, 

and state actors, and amplified by a poorly managed online environment. 

 

It is also worth noting the number and diversity of online audiovisual channels that, in most 

cases, systematically promote anti-Semitic, Holocaust-denying, or apologist content. We note that 

the promoters of these ideas increasingly prefer to disseminate them in the form of online 

audiovisual discussion programs or talk shows, rather than through traditional articles on websites, 

blogs, or social media posts. Such audio-visual content often enjoys much greater popularity, 

https://context.ro/buzaul-gazduieste-la-final-de-saptamana-primul-festival-de-muzica-din-romania-cu-trupe-neo-naziste-organizatorii-sustin-ca-evenimentul-este-apolitic-insa-o-analiza-a-trupelor-care-vor-urca-pe-scena/
https://www.gsp.ro/fotbal/liga-1/bannere-cu-tenta-rasista-in-dinamo-rapid-931913.html
https://www.adl.org/resources/hate-symbol/active-clubs
https://www.bzi.ro/diana-iovanovici-sosoaca-aniverseaza-98-de-ani-de-la-infiintarea-legiunii-arhanghelul-mihail-5291930
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SWxkhEEObA
https://hotnews.ro/franta-ancheteaza-platforma-x-si-pentru-comentariile-care-neaga-holocaustul-ale-chatbot-ului-grok-anuntul-procurorilor-2112547
https://www.news.ro/justitie/barbatul-facut-propaganda-legionara-difuzat-materiale-caracter-antisemit-post-radio-online-trimis-judecata-parchetul-langa-curtea-apel-bucuresti-procurorii-au-obtinut-sistarea-serviciului-streaming-1922405924142026060922492172
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sometimes reaching tens of thousands or over 100,000 views—even more than some professional 

journalistic publications. 

 

Year after year, the authors of anti-Semitic, Holocaust-denying, and apologist 

messages that have a public impact tend to be the same, though there are also new voices 

emerging. Furthermore, there is a growing number of online channels and media platforms willing 

to uncritically broadcast their messages or invite them as guests on their shows. A relevant example 

is that of a former politician and media mogul who, between May 2025 and April 2026, hosted 

several shows featuring guests known for their anti-Semitic or Holocaust-denying messages. Such 

sensationalist programs, hosted by platforms with a wide audience—such as the tabloid Cancan—

regularly reach tens of thousands of views. 

 

Social media and video platforms help amplify these messages through mechanisms 

such as sharing or promotion via the platforms’ algorithms. The National Audiovisual Council 

(CNA) has become more active in combating anti-Semitic, Holocaust-denying, and pro-Legionary 

content in the audiovisual sphere, particularly online; however, the capacity and tools at its 

disposal significantly limit the actual impact and effectiveness that a single public institution can 

have in managing online content, just as is the case with trusted flaggers. This responsibility must 

fall, first and foremost, on online platforms, including through proactive measures to identify and 

restrict content that violates their standards or the provisions of the DSA. In reality, the 

effectiveness of these provisions proves to be limited, and the commitment of some social media 

networks to comply with them is merely formal. 

 

In most cases, classic forms of antisemitism remain the 

most prevalent; however, we also observe a growing trend 

of disguising classic antisemitic prejudices as anti-Zionist 

rhetoric, in which the term “Zionist” serves merely as a cover 

for the term “Jew.” Such cover-ups for overt anti-Semitism 

also appear to include certain references to individuals or 

institutions associated with Jewish identity or the memory of 

the Holocaust, which have become the targets of a 

widespread wave of hatred, threats, and incitement to 

violence during the period in question. Often, these 

manifestations clearly exceed the limits of what constitutes a 

critical stance in a democratic society that respects the 

constitutional rights and freedoms of its citizens. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/7GKq0aZyl78?si=MsxhBSA9uyRJ8KzM
https://stirileprotv.ro/stiri/actualitate/cna-ia-masuri-drastice-in-online-continutul-extremist-de-pe-mai-multe-platforme-va-fi-sters.html
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Also of concern are the repeated attempts to repeal the legislation designed to prevent 

or combat the phenomena mentioned above, which are the subject of this report. 

 

The full report on the monitoring of antisemitism and instances of Holocaust denial or 

relativization, as well as the promotion of the cult of war criminals, can be viewed here: 

https://www.inshr-ew.ro/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Raport-monitorizare-2025-2026-27-iulie-

2026.pdf  
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https://pressone.ro/parlamentarii-aur-sos-si-pot-vor-anulare-legilor-care-interzic-propaganda-legionara-si-cultul-criminalilor-de-razboi-proiectul-reprezinta-intreaga-colectie-de-obsesii-politice-ale-miscarilor-populis
https://www.inshr-ew.ro/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Raport-monitorizare-2025-2026-27-iulie-2026.pdf
https://www.inshr-ew.ro/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Raport-monitorizare-2025-2026-27-iulie-2026.pdf

